The effect of understory kelp on bryozoan settlement
Density of kelp within kelp bed treatments
At Sandy Cove, kelp density within the kelp bed did not vary substantially over the study period (Table S1 ) and was significantly greater than for areas clear of kelp (4 m: Onesample t-test: t = 8.45, df = 4, p = 0.001; 8 m: One-sample t-test: t = 9.97, df = 4, p = 0.0003). At The Lodge, the abundance of kelp declined in 2012-2013, resulting in low kelp densities within "kelp beds", particularly at shallow depths (Table S1 ). However, the density of kelp within kelp beds remained significantly greater than for areas clear of kelp at both depths (8 m: One-sample t-test, t = 2.16, df = 4, p = 0.048; 12 m: One-sample t-test, t = 6.05, df = 4, p = 0.002). At both sites, but particularly at The Lodge, the collectors were placed to ensure that the bottom plate was completely covered by individual kelp plants, and within the immediate proximity of any cue that the kelp may have provided. Table S1 : Density of mixed kelp beds consisting of Saccharina latissima, Laminaria digitata, and Agarum clathratum at 8 m (shallow) and 12 m (deep) at The Lodge and at 4 m (shallow) and 8 m (deep) at Sand Cove in areas adjacent to (within ~ 5 m) settlement collectors placed in "kelp" treatments. During each sampling date at the Lodge, the abundance of all established kelps (>20 cm in length) was measured within a 2 x 30 m transect oriented parallel to the shore and following the specified depth contour (8 or 12 m). Kelp density was calculated for each sampling date by dividing the number of kelps by the corresponding sampling area (60 m 2 ). At Sandy Cove, the abundance of all established kelps was measured within 8-11 haphazardly-placed 0.5-m 2 quadrats at each of 4 and 8 m. Kelp density per 0.5 m 2 was converted to kelp density per m 2 by multiplying the abundance of kelp in each quadrat by a factor of 2. Kelp density (m -2 ) at Sandy Cove presented for each sampling date is the average over all quadrats sampled at each depth on that date (n = 8-11). Kelp density in the corresponding areas clear of kelp was zero for all sampling dates. Settlement collectors were deployed from Sep 2012 to Nov 2013; mean kelp density is the average over all sampling dates (n = 5) 
